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“ A word in its season how good it is.” 
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"SAN 


TO THE PUBLIC, 


THe proprietor of this periodical finding its circulation cramped, in 
consequence of the difficulty of forwarding it to those country towns in which 
there are few Jews, and, also, for the purpose of enabling country subscribers 
to receive it on the day of, publication, intends having a quantity 
siamped, for transmission post rrer. These will be charged Two-pence 
halfpenny eech—or to subscribers in advance, halfa guinea a year, for one 
copy weekly ; one guinea for two copies weekly, and so on. The advan- 
tages of this plan will at once suggest themselves, and it is confidently hoped 
every Jew who desires to maintain a Jewish Press, will avail himself of it. 
Those who feel disposed to advertise in the Jewish Chronicle, can have, in 
succession, seven repetitions of an advertisement (charged at the lowest pos- 
sible price) by paying for six in advance, 


REFLECTIONS ON MONTESQUIEU. 
(Continued) 


[t, likewise, results from Montesquieu’s observation, and experience has 
placed it beyond controversy, that a ceremony can neither be wholly 
‘“unmeaning nor “ unwholesome”. if it has (though erroneously enough) 
been maintained, that the end sanctions, even wrong means, how much more 
claims to our indulgence must harmless. means have, which. lead to so im- 
portant, so salutary a result as that of preserving the faith of our nation, 
and ensuring our firm adherence to it. Ido not here advocate superstitious 
customs, which tend to disgrace a house of worship and a religion, rather 
than to elevate its dignity ; far be that from me! I am as zealous as the 
warmest friend to Judaism, in the reform of abuses where they exist; but, 


vefore we.enter upon such a task, I would have a strict line of demarcation 


drawn, by which we might clearly ascertain where the abuses commence, lest 


we trespass, with violating hands, upon holy ground. And here I must again 
tefer to the profound philosopher, who had the most expanded views on 
legislation. His words are “ Permettez.de violer la regle lorsque la régle est 
devenue un abus, souffrez ’abus, lorsquil rentre dans la’regle.”” I quote this, 
not as a support of my argument in favour of ceremonials, but in order to 
convey to the mind of the reflecting reader an adequate idea of my sentiments 
on reform in eeneral, or innovations of any description. These remarks will, 
ae doubt, appear extremely vague and imperfect ; but let it be remembered 
that the system of religion which the seceders have adopted is precisely of a 
similar character, viz.—vague and imperfect, and will, therefore, not admit 
of any detailed discussion: nor have they, as yet, been so far aggressive as to 
cali forth a particular defence of particular ceremonials, and fervently praying 
that there may be no occasion for it at any future period, I dismiss so pain- 
ful a’subject for the present, trusting that the few words I have said will not 
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be mistaken for the dictates of hostile feelings, but, on the contrary, convince 
my brethren of my well intended, though humble, efforts to promote har- 
mony and peace, blessings which alone constitute the strength of a people. 

“ The Lord gives strength unto his people when the Lord blesses his people 
with peace.” 


Exposition oy the portion YQ Leviticus, chap. 6, v. 8. 


This portion, like the last, is devoted trincipally to the regulations to be 
observed in the offering of sacrifices; it, therefore, leaves little room for ex- 
position, now that these ceremonies, can no longer be kept. The latter part 
of this section of the law details the forms to be gone through at the inaugura- 
tion of Aaron and his sons into the priesthood; this division ‘of the- portion 
is, likewise, barren of subjects for remark at the present day, as, unforta- 
nately, our priesthood has fallen iato decay. it is cheering, when we reflect 
how much of our pristine grandeur we have lost, to know there are still, thank 
God ! some whose zeal in the holy cause of our sacred religion tends to giv 

a lustre that, otherwise, it might not possess, and we fervently pray that 
the day may never arrive when that “honoured few’ may depart from among 
us, for then, truly, might our enemies say “the, glory has departed trom 


israel, its sun has for ever set”. We are no advocates for intolerance or 
bivotry; we would, on the contrary, be the first to shake off the tramme!s o! 
the one, the soul-darkening fetters of the other—we would progress steadily 
but surely, with the advancement of knowledge—but, at the same time we 
would preserve entire the beautiful fabric ofa religion that has stood for so 
many centuries, aliving contradiction of the sad fate that awaits human in- 
stitutions—for while all around us has been hurrying to decay, swept away 
by caprice, or destroyed by the corrupting hand of time (the edax rerum) our 
faith has stood out in glorious relief, thereby affording the must convincing 
proof of its divine origin. Monarchies have arise”, but new revolutions, new 
incursions have blotted eut their names from the annals of the earth, religi- 
ons have been formed, thousands, nay, millions have supported them even 
with fire and sword, but they too have vanished, their defenlers have passed 
away, and there is none left to tell they have been ; while, on the other 
hand, the law that came forth from Sinai remains still the pure fowntain it 
was at its commencement; no accumulation of sand has stopped its course, 
no rocks impeded its onward progress: pellucid and bright, as its 
eternal spring, still it flows, still “ ille labuur et labetur. in omne volubilis 
evum”. Rejoice, then, oh! Israel, ye who possess s0 inestimable a 
treasure—in it there is light “ for it is the source of life’, its commandments 
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are holy, and they who observe them blessed: “ It is a tree of life to those 
who lay hold onit, and its supporters are happy”, its ordinances are wisdom. 
“ The ordinances of the Lord are faithful, making the simple wise, and they 
will endure for ever’, for the fear of the Eternal is pure, enduring for ever; 
the commands of the Lord are allitrue and righteous, they are more to be 
desired than gold, yea, than fine gold—they are sweeter than honey, and 
the honeycomb. | 


THE BRITISH JEWS. 

The prophet Jeremiah says “‘Thou hast seém fheir reproach, oh! Lord, 
and al! their imaginings against me; render unto Them, oh! Lord, a recome 
pense according to the works of their hands.” These words have been 
suggested by the attempt on the part of the British Jews, to throw the 
odium of their separation on their more orthodox brethren; for, while they 
now make every profession of friendship, and their circulars teem with 
desires for union, they seem to forget that when the subject of their altera- 
tions was first yntroduced, the most strenuous efforts were made to endeavour 
to retain them attached to their parent synagogues. They appear not to 
remember that when every concession that could consistently be offered, was 
made, they evaded these offers, and, time afier time, declined a meeting 
with those who, with the olive branch in their hands, were deputed to argue 
with their proposed innovations—these circumstances are now buried in 
oblivion, and tvey complain of the attacks that have been made on them as 
uncharitible and unbrotherly. But can they expect good feeling, can they 
demand respect, they who have trampled on our sacred institutions, and 
violated, what we are taught to consider, the laws of Gud. A man, guilty 
of a breach of human morality, is branded with the stigma of shame—-s'iall a 
less disgraceful doom’ await those who have acted in Opposition to a law 
which 1s looked upon as, and is, heavenly? Is it nothing to have abolished 
the second days of the festivals? Is it nothing to have mangled our liturgy ? 
Js it nothing to have left the observance of the most sacred rites to be decided 
by a majority, and that majority laymen? Are all these nothing? that they 
must even apply the knife to the JY9%, and sanction the performance of the 
ceremonies they still adhere to, witout the presence of ten adults to give 
legality to religious acts. This is no invention ;—we know thatthe D995 
at Boulogne hutely refused to be present ata circumcision, because he was 
informed no more than seven males were invited. If this be the case, if this be 
right, where then is the command of God (not in the oral law) that ordains 
our assemblage i numbers that “ He may come and bless us’? What have 
they done? They have opened a stranze house for new prayer—but, “ except 
the Lord build the house, they labour in vain who build iv’. The pious 
Hillel says ** Do not separate thyself from the community in order that thou 
mayest throw off that wholesome restraint which it exercises over thy conduct, 
-and that thou mayest more freely indulge in thine own inclinations ; * for he 
who does so is an evil doer’. They profess to rezard the bible as their text 
book of belief; they will find there that Jews are not to follow in the ways 
of stringe nations; but have the British Jews not done so? Have they not 
altered their hours of prayer ?—And though this be a trifle, still, what time 
is so fit to offer up thanks to God for his protection during the past night, 
and prayers for a continvation of it during the approaching day, as immedi- 
ately afler rising, ere the mind bas become filled with worldly thoughts. 


They say that devotional feelings cannot be retained for more than two hours 


and a half—are heaven's blessings, then, so few, as, that the gratitude they 
should awaken in man’s heart, should be limited to minutes and seconds? 
This generation deems two hours and a half sufficient—the next may drop 
the extra half hour—the succeeding a little more, till at length the Pp Ozress 
of refinement may, perhaps, ina few years, entirely set aside anything | ke 
religious awe, and, for aught we know, a new era may arrive similar to the 
one that pelluted France during the revolution: devotion and faith may be 
trampled “under-foot, and the doctrine of reason be substituted ; this is ima- 


gining aa extreme case—but where shall the fancy stay when man has fancied 
himself capable of remodelling the law of God, 


Go, wiser thou, and in thy scale of sense 
Weigh thy opinion against Providence: 
Call imperfection what thou fanciest such, 
Snatch from His hand the balance and the rod— 
Rejudge His justice—-be the god of God.” 


We bid them temember that when Nadab and Abihu offered Strange incense 
to God, they were consumed, We ask them to tur ito the 17th chap. vs, 9 
to 11 of Devteronomy, they will there find “ And the man that will do pre. 
sumptuously, and will not hearken to the priest that ¢tandeth to minister 
before the Lord thy God, or unto the judges, even that man shall die, and 
thou shalt put away the evil from Israel”. 


Hope and confidence in the Almighty render man, in some degree, 
worthy of His divine mercy. Holy writ assures us that the Deity has at all 
times been the shield and saviour of the true Israelites. He has redeemed 
them from captivity, and has fought their battles. It, therefore, behoves us 
continually to place implicit trust in the Omnipotent God, so that His 
divine favor and grace may be upon us; and we have only further to pray 
that the same Almighty Being who was a rock of salvation to our ancestors, 
will not now desert us, nor abandon our cause as unworthy of His countep- 
ance. May it please Him, in His infinite mercy, to incline our hearts to His 
holy worship, and to accept our prayers ; may those who’ have strayed from 
the true knowledge of {lis ways, be guided by His gracious direction, back 


to the fold, whose gates will be ever open to receive them ; and may He be 


graciously pleased to enable us to observe His statutes in this world, that we 
may merit to live, and see and inherit happiness and blessings in the time of 
the Messiah, and in the life of a future state—Amen. 


THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A JEWISH GENTLEMAN, 
( Continued) | 


But a singular circumstance was connected with this delusion of the senses; 
though, as I have before stated, attached to nautical descriptions, and em- 
ploying many of his leisure hours, in designing and carving small models of 


- ships and boats, which he really executed with no small degree of tact, they 


produced no further amusement to him; he was unable to launch them, as 
he never could endure the sight of a pool, or any other collection. of water. 
This feeling differed, in a certain degree, from that experienced by hydro- 
phobial subjects, as water did not affect him when used as a beverage, 
but merely when having occasion to pass a brook, or any other running 
stream, a confused train of ideas would, anbidden, rush to his recollection, 
he would relapse suddenly from the highest ebullition of mirth into involun- 
tary tears, and if not restrained, would seek, by flight, to avoid the uncon- 
genial object, These traits of his disposition did not escare his juvenile 
to:menters, who let no opportunity pass of indulging in the. malicious spor. 
To my shame and sorrow, he it spoken, I, from haviny, first, through mere 
thoughtlessness, joined in this brutal pastime, eventually became the fore- 
most of his assailants, “ regardless of wringing or breaking a heart, already 
to sorrow resigned”: even Saturday—our Sabbath—our day of rest, was no 
Sabbath—no resting day to him, 3 


Unhappy youth! without a parent’s aid to guide him—no home to shelter 
him—no friend to cheer him ;—yes! one friend he had—a friendship worth 
a thousand loves. Amelia Bertholitz, thou wert the kindest, the meekest, 
the most estimable of women—to thee, as to a resting-place, his wandering 
spirit fled amid the troubled waters, and truly thou didet not withhuld the 
‘ branch of grace”. ‘Amelia was the niece of our preceptor, adopted by him 
at the death of her parents, from combined motives of humanity and economy, 
she ranked in his household, ina capacity between that of a relation and 
housekeeper. Of her fitness for the station, I know not, but as it gave her 
an opportunity of attending to our comforts, which were her studious care, 
she was a general favorite with the scholars. Of a mild, placid, and con- 
tented aspect, the beauties of her countenance seemed veiled with resignation 


to the humble state in which she had been placed—a virgin lily bending 1 


the storm. She was, at the time of which 1 am now speaking, about fifteen, 
sylph-like in form—oh! how angel-like in action. Pensive as she walked— 
timid as a young fawn—and starting even at the echo of her own melody ; 
you would have little guessed the language of those gazelle-like eyes that 
sparkled beneath their silken fringes. Herself an orphan, she was easily 
attracted by the ties of sympathy, to the yet more friendless Hayman. And 
the boy felt her ki idness—the only smile that lit up his sluggish countenance 
was at her approach; and if theamusic of her voice floated from the distance, 
his dull grey eyes would gradually unclose their ponderous lids, and sparkle 
for a moment with delight. Blessed creature! how often have I seen yo 
when unobserved by your rigid uncle, beseeching us, the relentless tyrav™ 
of this hapless orphan, to desist from our unfeeling enjoyment. Nor did 
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you plead in vain; the sound of your angel voice soothed us to compliance— 
alas! but fora time. With me, as being more in her company, she was 
more frequent in her beseechings in behalf of the poor boy, and I,. not in- 
sensible to the mute language of tears that frequently usurpac the place of 
words, made repeated promises, but again to violate them. 


Here, aud once for all, let me disclaim the idea of being thought egotsti- 
eal ; autobiography, as this is mine, must, necessarily, include much of self; 
but though compelled to speak in the first person singular, I shall, never- 
theless, not attempt to gloss over my errors ; neither shall I feel deterred by 
a principle of false shame, from the recording of my own goed deeds, my 
sunny resting place in life’s journey. 


Cuapter IV. 


“ Faithful remembrancer of one so dear, 

O! welcome guest, though unexpected here; 

Who bidst me honor with an artless song, 

Affectionate, a mother lost so long. 

I will obey, not willingly alone, 

But gladly, as the precepts were her own ; 

And while that face renews my filial grief, 

Fancy shall weave a chain for my relief— 

Shall steep me in Elisian reverie, 

A momentary dream, that thou art she.” 
Cowper. 

I was much surprized, after I had been a few months at school, on en- 
tering the parlour, to encounter Henriquez Gomez, my cousin, as he 
persisted in calling himself. Since our first rencontre, we had met but 
seldom, and that chiefly in mixed society. The circumstances of our meeting, 
though occasionally obtruding on my memory, were like the fading colours 
of a receding phantasmagoria, vanishing into oblivion—yet [ still could never 
behold him without shrinking from his proffered friendship. 


He had been sent to our academy ostensibly for his education, but as I 
have since imagined, to endeavour to ingratiate himself with me, in fur- 


therance of some after purpose of his crafty father. If this were his design, | 


he, for a time, amply succeeded. 


A distinguished ornithologist has assured me, from actual observation, of. 
the truth of the power of fascination, which impels the feathered flutterer into 
the jaws of the rattle-snake, even to its destruction. I could easily believe 
the fact, even if I had doubted my friend’s credibility, since I can only 
ascribe to the powers ot a similar impulse, the influence which this Henriquez 
obtained over my paralyzed feelings. Hating this boy, as I had, with all 
the force of boyhood’s hate, I first came to endure—then to love—then to 
fear him. But this was not the work of one day. 


I believe I have already stated that 1 was not of the most apt disposition 
for learning—in fact, rather to the contrary; books were my aversion, and 
the neglect of my studies would frequently have entailed merited punish- 
ment, had not my father’s reputed wealth and influence interposed as a 
golden shield, to ward off the threatened blow. Gomez, on the contrary, 
was of an entirely opposite disposition ; mechanically studious, he was dili- 
gent in performing his tasks to the letter, and his first attempt to obtain my 
favor, was an offer to write some exercises which I had delayed until evening, 
and which were to be presented the succeeding day. 


P. A, 
(To be continued). 


JEWS’ INFANT SCHOOL, HOUNDSDITCH, 


Vhe first annual meeting of this institution was holden on Sunday last, in’ 
the School Room, Houndsditch, and as it was anticipated that some opposi- 
tion was likely to be offered to the return of one of the members put in 
somination for the office of president, and that such opposition arose from a 
difference in religious tenets, there was a numerous attendance of the sub- 
setibers, among whom, also, there was a considerable number of ladies. 
At the appointed time the president, Francis H. Goldsmid, Esq. opened the 
meeting by reading a circular under whichat had been convened, and stated 
@at it was for the election of honorary officers for the emsuing year, to receive 
‘the first annual report, and also the statement of income and expenditure for 
she pact” year. Amoug the persons present at this time we observed Messrs. 


F. D. Goldsmid, Alexander Cohen, Moses Mocatta, A. L. Mocatta, 
I. Folignio, S. De Symons, H. H Cohen, B. Moses, H. Moses, H. Gue lalla, 
S. Samuel, Walter Joseph, I. Spyers, E. Folignio, S. Keyser, D. W. Marks, 


Solomon Lazarus, Dr. Benisch, and many other influential gentlemen of 
the commanity, 


The honorary secretary, Mr. Walter Josephs, read the report, which set 
forth, in terms of great satisfaction, the progressive and improved st.te of the 
schcol, the regular attendance of the children, the punctuil payment of the 
small stipend levied on the parents towards the expences of the establish- 
ment, and the great improvement which the children continue to make uhder 
the careful instruction of the mistresses, the Misses Harris; the committee, 
however, had to regret that there were yet eighty applicants for admission, 
who were compelled to wait for their rotation, in consequence of the lim ted _ 
means the committee possessed of providing additional convenience. The 
report went on to state in the most feeling and eloquent language, the ne- 
cessity of promoting the objects of the institution by every effort possible, 
yet, while so doing, the committee could but acknowledge the numerous 
appeals to which the supporters of our national charities were incessantly 
exposed. The worthy honorary secretary concluded by reading a statement 
of the income and expenditure, which we regret to state presented a defici- 
ency of £40, which the treasurer would be in advance after defraying the 
present liabilities of the charity. A ballot paper was then laid on the table con- 
taining the names of three members, of whom one was to be selected for 
president; three names, of whom one was to Le selected for vice-president ; 
the same for treasurer and honorary secretary, and a list of names to select 
from for a committee. As the name of the present president stood first upon 
the list to be re-elected, I. Folignio, Fsq. arose and objected to the return 
made in consequence of that gentleman’s being a member of the Burton-street 
Synagocve; he also objected to the secrecy which had been observed by the 
commitiee in withholding the names of the candidates from the subseribers 
until the very moment in which they were called upon to make their choice, 
and was decidedly of opinion that while there existed so much differencs 
between Jew and Jew, no gentleman ought to be placed at the head of an 
establishment like the present, whose opinions were at variance with the 


usual customs of the community. The chairman stated that if the objections 


raised by the last speaker against his religious opinions, were alvanced at a 
proper time and in a proper place, he should be most happy to meet them, 
but he did not consider that meeting the arena for raising personal and indi- 
vidual objections, which might ultimately become a source of recrimination, — 
tending to prejudice and seriously injure the objects of the charity. he ar- 

guments adduced by the chair seemed to obtain the approval of a large 


“majority ofthe meeting, they were, however, strongly opposed by two or three 


members who followed on the side of the first speaker; a clamorous and 
sometimes violent feeling manifested itself, and all parties were suggest ng 
resolutions both for and against the objections; sone were for an adjournment 
of the election, and others for having the laws read, which had recently been 
prepared but not adopted ; a long desultory argument ensued to the total im- 
pediment of anything like regular business, and the tumult ultimately 
appeared to subside without affording conviction or satisfaction to eithez party, 
there was nothing like victory or defeat, it was clearly a drawn battle : 
urged by what, we should term the best of feelings, namely, an anxious 
desire to avoid inflicting a serious injury on one of the most laudable objects 
of a humane and wise intention, the ballot was ultimately allowed to proceed, 
and the result was that Francis H. Goldsmid, Esq. was again elected presi- 
dent. The learned gentleman, in accepting the office begged to state, that, 
whatever might be his religious opinions, he felt that it was possible for him 
to fulfil the duties of his appointment without allowing those opinions to tres- 
pass on the principles of the institution over which he was placed, and that 
he was sure it would be a vain effort on his part if he were to attempt to 
enforce any particular opinions of his own in the management of the affairs 
of the charity, in opposition to the vigilance ofits members; he hoped that 
for the sake of benevolence, for the sake of good will, for the sake of the 
charity placed in their charge, that the members would not permit feelings 
of recrimination to interfere with the objects before them. The chairman 
having declared the names of the other offieers elected to be as follow—via.; 
Haim Guedalla, Esq. vice-president, David Cohen, Esq. treasurer, and 
Ww, Josephs, Esq. honorary secretary, and a committee consisting of Messss. 
H. H. Cohen, John Davis, Maurice Dyte, 3.H. Ellis, F. D. Goldsmid, 
Aaron Joseph, J. A. Joseph, Joba Simon, wd 9.1. De Symons: it was 
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proposed by S. HI, Ellis, Esq., seconded by Henry Moses, Esq., and carried 
unanimously, that the thanks of the meeting be given toF, 4. Goldsmid, Esq. 
president, for his able and impartial conduct in the chair, and the meeting 
dissolved. 


THE JEWS IN THE PAPAL DOMINIONS., 
(Concluded from our last). 


The tax must in cre neral, amount to a considerable sum, for they are sub- 
jected to a number of imposts, often useless and illegal. Thus, for example, 
—the Israelite who is baptized, receives from government 20 scudi fabout) 
£4 Would it be believed, 
‘Lat wretches are to be found, who, in orderto extort ample alms, threaten 
to have themselves baptized? 


10s., which tie congregation is forced tu pay. 


As for the rest, the management is entirely 
without controul. They never render any accounts, and dispose at their 
pleasure of the receipts. About every three years, a person sent from Jeru- 
salem, comes to collect money for the poor of the Holy Land, and according 
to eflect of his eloquence, and the persoral impression which he makes, he 
receives generally 300 or 400 scudi, which are raised from all the members 
of the community. | 


The poor may marry without any obstacle, even though after the wedding 
the newly married people should want assistance, 


The congregation have a reader, very badly paid; chief rabbi, and 
two under rabbis, who also receive very small fees. They have not any pub- 
lic schools, or establishments for education, the young Israelites receive, at 
most, private lessons, which the ladies take upon themselves ; thus the form- 
ing. of the character of youth is nearly neglected; the rich alone give their 
children a more liberal education, There are among them some ‘masters, 
who possess superior talents, and in particular one, who is much disting- 
uiished in the commercial department, aud who has even been called in to 
give instruction to Christian youths. Some time ago, however, the Inquisitor 
being informed of it, summoned the professor before his tribunal, and forebade 
him to give lessons to Christians for the future, under the penalty of a fine 
of 300 scudi, or a proportionate imprisonment. The master has since this 
There are 
uot any hospit ls, there is onlya committee, which succours the distressed in 
their last moments, 


tnne. found himself under the necessity ot yiving up his lessons. 


the cemetry is in the suburbs of the town, the property of which it is,* I 
is not enclosed with a wall. In order to bury the dead, they must have the 
io never offer any opposition. 


has tluree synagogues for the different rites, called scuale. 


permission of the police, The edngregation 


The synagogue 
of the German rite, and that of the Italian rite are in the same house as they 
are every where else in Italy, That 
Some years silce, 
tae clergy complained to the court of Rome, of having such a building in 
their neighbourhood, but the complaint was neglected, because the syna- 


The latter occupies the ground floor. 
of the Spanish rite is outof the Ghetto, near a church. 


goghe was more ancient than the church. The synagogues are frequented, 


with regularity; they have, however, a devotion merely exterior. On the 
Sabbath and Festivals, the shops must be shut, and in general fall public 
business 4s interdicted. The deputies, supported by the Inquisitor, rigo- 
rously require the observance of this custom. Many of them, however, have 
dispensed with it, less from a spirit of conviction, than because they find it 

inconvenient. ‘The Ghetto of Ancona, is one of the worst kept of all the 

Ghett in the Roman states. The condition of the congregation of Sinigaglia, 

Which numbers 600 members,"and that of the ‘congregations of Pesaro and 
4 Ferrara, are much better in-every respect, 


A GLANCE AT JUDAISM 


BY A LADY. 


(Concluded), 

When in our Holy Lund. under our own government aud high priests, we 
were then alas! divided amengst ourselves; we transgressed our laws, and 
raised idolatrous temples. Now that we have neither country, priests, nor 
vemple—when obedience to our God ‘may expose us to death—we serve Llim 


| 
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more faithfully—we love each other, if possible, more zealously than we were 
enjoined to do. Aliens in every land, and excluded from offices in the state, 
The only ambition—the only resource that remains to us, is to concentrate all 
our hopes in the enjoyment of domestic happiness ; to seek that sweet solace 
which the whole world else denies us. I may add, however, we live peace- 
ably in all civilized states, and publicly profess our faith ; we have our syn- 
agogues, and our rabbins, who lead us in the path of religion and virtue ; 
unite in marriage; grant divorces; and expound the law: the explanation 
of which requires not only a profound knowledge of the Penteteuch, outa 
deep study of the Talmud, a work which is held sacred by us, as it contains 
traditions and opinions of which our oral law is compounded and inasmuch 
as it embodies the details and digest of the laws of Moses, it would be 
bordering on impossibility without its aid, to arrive at the design of our 
great legislators We esteem those as learned, who are deeply versed in the 
Talmud, which may be termed the civil and canonical code of the He- 
brews, It is not perhaps fair to extol this work to one of a different faith ; 
but, excepting some authors, who have applied themselyes to anatomy, phi- 
lesophy, and medicine, our literature is by no means ample, and being for 
the most pait theological, your intellectual relish would be scarcely gratified 
in a Hleqrew library. We once owned celebrated academies, have at 
this day, schools in those cities, where our synagogues are established Where 
intolerance reigns, we assemble fur divine worship, in a room supported by 
the joint expense of the congregation ; the furniture of which consists of a 
desk, a few forms, and a closet placed towards the east. In this closet, alas! 
a feeble representative of the ark of Shittim wood, is deposited the Penta- 
teuch, inscribed on parchment, with ink made expressly for the purpose, It 
is not bound as a volume, but the parclment is sewed together with the 
sinews of an animal not deemed unclean, and rolled round two short poles, 
adorned with ornaments of gold or silver, and covered with a rich mantle em- 
broidered by the most skilful of our artificers.. In those assemblies, we 
deem it an, honor to carry this sacred scroll from the closet wherein it is 
usually deposited, to the desk on which it is rested to read, from time to time, 
the several portions. Benches ave assigned ‘as seats to the males; the fe- 
male part of the community have a separate gallery allotted to them; this 
is the sole vestige of the famous temple of Solomon, 


Is it there, | asked, that your festivals are celebrated? ‘** Our festivals 
can be properly celebrated only at Jerusalem, but we endeavour to com- 
memorate them in their respective order, as registered in our calendar, which 
we annually renew. Exclusive of the Sabbath, our holidays are numerous, 
each serving to recal some great epoch in our history; such as Purim, the 
deliverance of the Jews by Esther; Chanuca, in memory of the victories of 
our Maceabecs; and many others, amongst which, however, Kippour, or the 
i’ay of Atonement, ranks by far the most impressive. It is the anniversary 
of the day ou which Moses having obtained forgiveness for his people, after. 
their idolatrous worship of the golden calf, re-descended the mountain with 
the last tables of the law. It was formerly the day on which the high priest 
entered the holy of holies, carrying with him the contrition, the repentance, 
aud the tears of a people, who transgressed but too often. Neatly, yet un- 
ostentatiously clad, we pass the whole day, from dawn until night, in prayer 
in our synagogues, ebserving meantime a sirict fast. We supplicate at the 
Fountain of Goodness and Mercy for remission of cur sins, and crave pat- 
don of our Heavenly father for our manifold transgressions ; make our peace | 
with all mankind ; forget all dissensions ; forgive all grievances and seeming 
injurtes, and embrace each other in reciprocal forgiveness and repentaice of 
our faults. Sosimultaneous an expression of contrition, so earaest a Te- 
solve to return to the path of rectitude, has perhaps no parallel in any religion 
extant, and wculd at once excite astonishment and respect. 


“Pardon these long details: I have been more minute_in describing our 
customs and institutions then you might have wished; but prompted by 
your desire for information on the subject, I have been tivus explict, even at 
the risk of testing your forbearance.” I thanked Mr. Jonathas, and em- 
boldened by his ingenuousness, enquired the subject of the manuscript he 
had been reading in the morning. “It is a Tale,” interrupted Madame 
Esther, “ which a dying father consigned to my care. Though our family 


have possessed it upwards of @ century, the name of its author remaims 4 


mystery ; we read it again and again, admire the sentiments it breathes, and 
appreciating, strive to imitate them.”’ Mr. Jonathas added, that he was 
about translating the work into French, and would offer it for my perusal, 


| 
| 
. 4 


when completed. I gratefully acknowledged his kindness, and shortly 
after bade adieu to this amiable and worthy family, whom I quitted with 
infinite regret. 

A DISCOURSE ON THE HISTORY AND MORALITY OF THE 
JEWISH FAITH. 


Continued from page 96. 


Should this digression not be sufficiently clear, [ will most willingly fur- 
nish any of you with a copy of the calculations, which will be useful in 
determining dates of writings or of buildings. 

As great land marks, whence to trace our route, it is necessary, in all 
histories, to fix on some‘important occurrence whereby to aid our recollec- 
tions, and to show the distance between events—as is remarked by Bossuet, 
in the introduction to his universal history. In the same manner, as to 
assist the memory in the knowledge of places, we retain certain principal 
towns, about which we place the others, each according to its distance, so 
in the order of centuries we must retain certain times, marked by some 
great event, towards which, the others must have reference. These are 
called epochs or epochas, from a Greek word, which signifies to stop, to 
limit—because we stop there to consider, as if from a resting place, all that 
happened before or since ; by-this means we avoid anachronisms, that is to 
say errors in confounding dates, 


At first we shall adopt but a small number of epochs, and those are with 


. reference to antient Jewish history. By retaining these eras as guides, we 


shall be enabled with greater precisiou to determine the chronology of our 
history, and as this is rather important in our inquiries, I will repeat the 
dates of the seven important events we have chosen as land marks; premi- 
sing that in all instances | adopt the Jewish computation | 


The Creation .........+++++- 5602 to the present time 
The Deluge, A.M.....-.1656.. 3946 
The Calling of Abraham ..2020.. 3582 


>? 

The Exodus from Egypt..2448.. 3154 
The Building of the Temple 2928.. 2674 a > 

The Babylonian Captivity 3338.. ° 2264 
The final Destruction «4774 
the Temple’........ 


“IN THE BEGINNING GOD CREATED the heavens and the earth.” 
The earth was at first a confused mass, covered with waters, and these waters 
were surrounded with. darkness, “God said let light be and light was”. 
lie separated the light from darkness, and named the light day, and the 
darkness he called night.—This was one day. The second day God made 
the firmament, which he called heaven ; the third day he gathered the waters 
into one place, calling them ocean. He then commanded the earth to 
produce trees and plants of all kinds, containing seed for their own 1epro- 
duction. The fourth dgy the sun, moon, and stars were made to enlighten 
the earth, and to distinguish times and seasons. On the fifth day God 
created the fishes, and the birds, and being created, God blessed them. 
When all kinds of animals had been called into existence, on the sixth day 
man, “the noblest work of God”, was formed. out of te dust of the earth: 
the Almrghty himself inspiring him with the breath of life. and the gift of 
reason: he was ealled SN, Adam, from HY FN, earth, out of which he 
was made. He was then placed in the gardea of Eden, to serve it and to 
keep it. 

The animals were then named by Adam, but among them he found no help- 
mate. God, seeing in his mercy, that man was not made to be alone on the 
earth, formed a new and beautiful being, which, when man saw, he cried 
out in joy and surprize “ this is bone of my bone and flesli of my 
flesh”, and he called hername Isha, FANT snp? ry SS) for 
from man (Ish) this was taken. ‘ And God saw all, that he had made, and 
behold it was very good,—and the evening and the mourning were the 
sixth day.” 

( Zv be continued), 


JEWS’ FREE SCHOOL, BELL LANE. 


The Twenty-fifth Anniversary of the above excellentand laudable charity, 
was celebrated on the /0th inst., at the London Tavern; Louis Lucas, Esq, 
President of the Institution, in the chair. Powerful as are the claims of our 
numerous charitable establishments, upon the sympathy and solicitude of the 


| 


| 
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philanthropist ; still, we have ever been convinced, that there is none which 
possesses stronger reasons for the necessity of its support, than that which 
professes to afford instruction to the youthful un lerstanding, by implanting 
sentiments of religion and virtue on the ‘yet untutored mind, thereby ye- 
nloving the veil of ignorance, which, for a long series of years, was the cause 
of the degraded condition in which the humbler classes of our community 
were placed. We have ever advocated this principle, in terms so decisive, 
that it was with some feeling of regret we found, upon an occasion that 
should have awakened a lively sensibility to the wisest policy, as well as to 
the purest feelings of benevolence, so small a company assembled ; the dea- 
ciency of numerical strength was, however, amply and happily compensated 
for, by the powerfully concentrated support received -from the exertions of 
those friends, who are the influential and chief promoters of the charity. 
Between eighty and ninety of the principal gentlemen'of the community sat 
down to an excellent entertainment, provided for them, under the judicious 
management of the stewards for the day. Immediately after dinner, Grace 
was said hy the Rev. Abraham Barnett, the Reader of the New Synacugue , 
whose manner of delivery, as regards emphasis and intonation, divested that 
lengthy benediction of a great share of the monotony with which it must, 
otherwise, have fallen on the ears of those persons who were unacquainted 
with the sublime sentiments its language conveys. Upon the removal of the 
cloth, the usual loyal toasts were giren from the chair, and responded to with 
a warmth of feeling, at once declaratory of its sincerity and respect. The 
announcement of the name of His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex, was 
received with distinguished and protracted cheering. ‘This ceremony com- 
pleted, the committee of the establishment entered the room in procession, 
followed by the children of the charity, carrying banners and other emblems ; 


each child presenting some proof of the improvement it had made under the 


careful guidance of its respective master or mistress. The scene now became 
one of lively animation ; the neat appearance and well arranged order of the 
children, were admirable, and afforded general satisfaction. As soon as they 
had _ formed themselves into a circular position, two of the children proceeded 
to recite an Ode ; the boy addressing the company, in the eloquent language 
of some hebrew verses, the composition of M. Joseph, Esq.; ant the girl, 
age d only six years, reciting an English Ode, composed by Sampson Samuel, 
Esq. The manner of their delivery of the same was cratifying to the whole 
company present, and elicited immense applause at the conclusion. , 


The president then rose, and in a short -but eloquent appeal to the feel- 
ings of his listening auditory, called their attention to the objects then before 


them; he was most anxious that their conviction should be the result of 


their own judgment of tbe proofs and merits which had that day been sub. 
mitted to them. (applause.) When he remembered and contrasted the dif- 
ferent appearances which the various streets of London now presented, in 
consequence of the means which had been adupted by the Jewish commu- 


nity, ts withdraw therefrom the poor Jewish child, as an itinerant vender of 


small ware ; when he also remembered the very few cases that now appeared 
in the columns of the public journals, as criminal charges against the Jew, 
he did not conceive how he could afford more powerful evidence of the 
growing advantages arising from the support which had invariably been ex- 
tended to the charity before them ;—a charity which from the time of its 
commencement, had dispensed its benefits to upwards of 4000 children, and 
which atthe present time, was affording instruction to 600 boys, and 300 
girls. The worthy gentleman concluded his excellent observations, by pro- 
posing * Success to the Jews’ Free School.” This was followed by immense 
cheering ; and the children afterwards retired in the same order in which 


they had entered. The entertainment was then continued by a series 0. 


toasts, as follows :—The President of the Institution; the Vice Presidents, 
Messrs. Louis Cohen and Nathaniel de Rothschild ; the Treasurers, Messrs. 
Isaac Cohen and J. A. Joseph. ‘The next toast was, A.A.Goldsmid, Esq. and 
the Past Presidents, followed by the Visitors, the Stewards, the Committee 
of Management, the Education Committee, and Messrs. Joseph and Sam- 
uel, the composers of the Hebrew and English Odes. They were severally 
responded to in feeling and eloquent terms. 


Mr. S. H. Ellis, then rose to propose the health of a lady, who had coa- 


ferred so many valuable benefits on the charity, which to dilate upon wogfd 


occupy so long a period, that he would only refer the company to the 
pamphlet before them, as a record of her genuine benevolence, and devoted- 
ness to the cause in which they were engaged; he appealed to the company 
to unite with him in their best wishes, for the health of that amiable lady, 
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Mrs. DeRothschild. This toast was received with an enthusiasm that manifest 

the unanimous feeling of gratitude entertained towards the incessant dis- 

play of unostentatious goodness on the part of this distinguished individual. 
The most pleasing duty, however, of the day, devolved upon the senior 


treasurer, Isaac Cohen, I'sq., whove gratifying task it was to announce 
wo the company, the, sum of £524, the amount of contributions pre- : 


sented that day, in behalf of the charity; among the names mentioned, 
we particularly noticed the following,—L. Lucas, Esq., £25, I. Cohen, Esq., 
£25, Mrs. De Rothschild, £25, Messrs. De Rothschild, £20, Barned, Esq., 
(Liverpool) £10 10s., Mrs. Barned, £5 5s., S. M. Samuel, Esq., £10, &c. 
&ec, At the conclusion of the announcement, the names of some gentlemen, 
who had tendered their services as stewards for the ensuing year, were 
handed up to the chair, and their health was proposed and drank in acknow- 
ledgment thereof. There was some very excellent singing by Messrs. T. 
Cooke, Frances, Hatton, and Hudson; and the company continued to enjoy 
the hila:ity and harmony of the proceedings, until a very late hour, at 
which timie the Chaiiman returned thanks for the support he had received 
that day, and retired amid the hearty cheers of the company present. 


— 


| MISCELLANEOUS, 
STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF THE PRINCIPAL JEWISH 
COMMUNITIES THROUGHOUT ENGLAND. 

(To be continued Weekly) 


A. A. 
Farmovutn.—A Borough, in Cornwall, is 269 miles from London. A 

great quantity of business is transacted here, and trade is generally very 

flourishing, but this is chiefly owing to the proximity of several copper, 


lead, and tin mines, The market days are Thursdays and Saturdays. There } 


are about fourteen families of Jews in this town ; they are chiefly merchants 
and shop-keepers. This congregation, which has existed upwards of a cen- 
tury, was established by the late Mr. Alexander Moses. The synagogue is a 
neat small building, situated in Parram Hiil; the burial ground is on the 
Penryn Road. Our brethren have also a Benefit Society, which grants re- 
lief during sickness, and procuring medical attendance, if required. Jacob 
Jacobs, Esq., is president, and Henry Harris, Esq., Treasurer, The Rev. 
Joseph Pintall, is reader, he likewise officiates as secretary and registrar of 
marriages. 


celebrated for its obstinate resistance to Charles the Ist, during whose reign 
the walls were destroyed, and the town, otherwise, much injured. Glou- 
cester gives the title of duke to one of the junior branches of the Royal Family. 


The market days are Wednesdays and Saturdays, The Jews have formed a 
congregation here forupwards of 70 years, the late Sampson Levy, Hyam 
Barnett, and Henry Moses, Esqrs., were the founders; hut we regret to 
state, that the affairs of our brethren areJnot now in avery flourishing con- 
dition, there being but six families residing here. Divine Serviee has been 
for many years performed in a room, in Southgate-street: the burial ground 
is in Barton-street, the trustees of it, are Nessrs, Jacob Moses, of Gloucester, 
and Coleman Levy, of Ross. At present there is no reader, the late one 
the Rev. M. Abraham, was daring his life universally respected. 


—_ 


Rabbi Aaron delivered a lecture on Saturday last. The learned gentleman, 
after bestowing some well merited praises on the eloquence and purity of the 
sermon, delivered the week previously,by the Rev. D, M. Isaacs; proceeded 
point out the folly of indulging in the vice of pride, showing that of all 
man’s earthly possessions, there is not one worthy of being the source of any 
l¢ngthened gratification, except piety, which being the foundation ot 
every virtue, is entitled to be regarded with a favourable eye, and to be 
sought after at all times, We regret that, owing to the late hour at which 
prayers terminated, the audience was smaller than ever we remember to 
have seen it, Rabbi Aaron will again lecture to-morrow in the Hall of the 
Great Synagogue. 

The Rev. D. Meldola, in his official capacity of presiding Rabbi, will 
deliver his annual Sermon in the Portuguese Synagogue at 2 u'clock: and 
wy Rev. Mr. Myers will lecture in the [lamboro Synagogue. 


— 


Dr. Loewe having been requested by the authorities of the Portuguese 
Synagogue, in Bevis Marks, to deliver an English Lecture in that place of 
worship, has consented todo so om Sunday, the second day of the Passover 


‘Holidays, in the afternoon service, which will commence on that occasion, at 
half-past two o’clock. 


For many years past a number of Jews have been residing at St. Louis, on 
the Ohio, in the United States, and they have hitherto been in the habit of 
assembling in a room for public worship, lately however, through the exertions 
of their treasurer, Mr. Henry Cohen, (son of Mr. Jacob Cohen, of Chelms. 
ford), they have been enabled to purchase land for building a synagogue, and 
laying out a burial ground. We hail this as another proof of the existence 
of the true spirit of Judaism. 


Mr. H, A. Henry officiated in the Hambro Synagogue, on Saturday last, 
and gave the greatest satisfaction, by the correct style of his delivery. He 
is now a candidate (we believe the only one) for the situation of }iF- 


~~ The Society for Cheering the Needy at the Festivals, will hold their An- 
nual Draw-night on Sunday next, the 20th instant. | 


The ‘din of preparation’ is sounding loud and far for the approaching 
dinner of the Jews’ Orphan Asylum, among the list of gentlemen, who 
have already consented to act as stewards on the occasion, we have to record 
the names of the following personages—The Right Honorable the Lord 
Mayor, George Byng, Esq., M.P., Sir Wm. Clay, Bart., M.P., Baron Meyer | 
De Rothschild, Laurence Phillips, Esq., Denis M. Samuel, Esq., Aaron — 
Joseph, Esq. Hananel De Castro, Esq., Simon Samuel, Esq., John Sammell, 
Esq., B.Bond Cabbell, Esq., Lawrence Myers, Esq., & Morris Emanuel, Esq. 


CALENDAR FOR THE WeeEx. 
Saturday JO} 8—March 19. 735 MSY Section of the Law to be 
read Levit. chapter 6, v. 8. Hapurornoru, Malaci c.3. Sabbath 
out—5 minutes to seven . 


Sunday Nison9 ....... 20 
Monday BO 21 
Thursday | 24 
Friday 25 ADS 


Sabbath at 6 clock. 


* This Sabhath is so called from the Pascal Lamb ordered to be taken on 
this day. Exodus, c, xii v. xxi. 


— 


TO OUR CORRESPONDENTS. 
M. will perceive, we have made use of his’ remarks. 
N.N. We will endeavour to comply with our Correspondent’s request. 

The History of the Jews, by Millman, will deubtless answer his pur- 
pose; but Dr. Jost has, we believe, written one in German. We shall 
make such corrections as may be requisite, 
Our Corresspondent at Penzance is thanked ; 8d. will be the price. 
J, Wricut has our thanks; we will look at the work, and if we can do se 
consistently, will review it. 
R, L. in our next. 
The Review on the Cheap Jewish Library in our next. 
gap The Printer of the Jewish Chronicle, not having received orders for 
more than thirty copies of the "P35", whereas he expected to have 
required near a thousand, has not thought it requisite to print a new 
one, as was originally proposed, as the expense and consequent loss, 
would have been greater than he could possibly afford ; he will, there- 
fore, to fulfil his promise, supply those who have applied for the Pass- 
over Service, with a Copy of one already in print, which he trusts will 
answer every purpose requisite. 
We beg earnestly to call the attention of our Country Subscribers to our 
leading notice, as their compliance with the request therein contained, 
will at once obviate the necessity for a repetitioa of those complaints, 
we have lately received, respecting the late delivery of the Jewish 
Chronicle.—All Subscribers of a half a Guinea per annum, by for- 
warding their addresses to the Editor, may rely upon receiving this pa- 
per regularly on the day of publication, 
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